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THE imwttmc aaaowat fit .prqcnt-da- y

study to the contrary "no-
twithstanding, there is to be met with, in
nine cases oat of ten, an amazing ignor-
ance of ani-na- l life. By this is meant an
ignorance of every-da- y facts about every-
day beasts about moles and bats and
tadpoles and guinea-pig- s, for instance
an ignorance, moreover, based almost
wholly upon old beliefs, unwise saws or
even arrant superstition.

Hot.' many small citizens of this land
of common schools and. university-extensio- n

courses, awl how many larger,
una, too, firmly lielicve that guinea-pig- s

iji:ij once uja a time frrm far-o-ff

Guinea: that the tadfpole sheds hist
tail? that bats love alovc all things else I

to entangle themselves in ones hair.'
that moles are blind?

Yet not one of these things is true.
Stieaky Miss Guinca-Ii- g no more came
from the French or Portuguese colonies
of that name than Mr. Xorwav Rat came
across seas with other Xorse immigrants.
The tadfiolc's tail docs not drop off: it
develops with time into a projier iart
of his more mature body. If a lanicky

(

bat gets into your hair, he is as distressed .

alxcit it as you are yourself: and it i!
the vilest of UK-I- s um an eccentric '

but harmless lieast which tleclares that
a bat's InmIv is the invariable abiding-plac- e

fr vermin in general and for
licdbugs in particular.

As for the mole, he has the usual com-

plement of cye. and exceedingly bright
and i. lever one: but thoughtful Mother
Nature, rememliering that he was to i
a professional tunneler. set them deep
into little protecting mulls of fur. "After
hours." or at luncheon-tim- e, or on his
rare davs off. thoe keen eves may In- -

brought forward just as the beaver's
or badger's.

There arc Munchhauscn stories told of
these fellows too. The badger's legs,
however, are not shorter on one side
than on the other, nor docs that clever
workman 1 waver ne his broad tail fori
a trowel. The still ol-Je- r yarn that he
also, brings it into service to carry mud j

and stones to his darn is not nov.-lelicvc-d t

in as ome it was as a natter of fact, the ,

cute little mason of deserted streams isj
pretty smart to tote his plaster alout
(as he does) lctvecn his cl.in and his
diminutive forepaws.

Mecl it aldl that the domestic
cat has not nine lives? that the lce
does not die if deprived of his sting?
and that the stolid little earthworm
docs not arrive here, falling with the
raindros? Going farther afield, one
oimcs across as many more mistaken
iilcas. It is only Mrs. Bear, for instance,
who torpidh' sleets away the winter;
Mr Bruin never loses the consciousness
of his enforced but temporary widower-hoo- d.

The dying song of the swan
may Mrssibly lc her sweetest, but it
is far indeed from harmonious. The '

i

'Mother's Voice
Bjr C. F. McDonald

"Oh. will you never go to sleep?"
1 heard an angry father say.

As on his aching knees lie crept
To where his little baby lay.

"Oh. will you never go to sleep?"
His voice grew into one long sigh.

His answer Ah. his answer was
A screeching, lusty baby-cry- !

"Oh. darling baby, go to sleep!"
I heard a tired mother say.

As wearily she softly crept
To where her little baby lay.

"Oh. go to sleep, my Kttk one!"
And softly she legan to sing

A sweet and gentle lullaby
And lo. the child was rluml'cring!
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It is said of the of beasts, by the
way aad truth, that' he "is

provided "cad
his tail, with which he lashes hanrcM

into a fury. The appendage is
surely, bat it is only, aad would
never for two atiaates such harsh
treatment. Equally fictitious is the ven-
erable which heraldry

encouraged, pelican
from her owa

maternal breast. the
family are brought op on

as arc and heron,
coming out of

pouch the
mother fitted. It a
however, old
against breast in feeding her young,

crimson does indeed appear
like a blood on the snowy feathers.
Hence story.
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common barn-yar-d rooster, with a viper's
tail, and of course no feet. The lest way
to kill these gentle creatures, according
to old TopseJl, of "The Historic of Scr-pentc-s"

fame, was to go among them
wearing mirrors all over one's boly,
"whereby their own shapes arc reflected
upon their own faces, and o do thev
die."

There is a homely old fable which
falls apro)os of all of this. A ire

version .of it runs that a
skunk and a rattlesnake one day met
each other, and stopped to swap news
and gossip. "I heanl a horrid story
about you the other night," remarked
the serpent.

"Huh." was the skunk's reply. "I
dare say I've heard it myself I've heard
enough of them, anyhow. I'm tired of
being painted worse than I am. I in-

tend at the next General Convention of
Beasts to introduce a motion that all
persons found guilty of telling lies about
any of us shall be attacked ami killed.
Will you support me?"

"In a minute!" cried rattler. "The
truth is lad enough without adding
falsehood to it."

The Quest
By Chariot. BWchWr

Love flew past with hidden face
Could I help but give him chase?
Down the valley, up the hill.
Day and night. I seek him stilt.

In what covert he doth hide.
I would know if harm betide
One that to his word. replies.
One that dares to meet his eyes.

I have heard how true it 1c.
Sooth they will not tell to m-c-'
Love hath joy to last for aye.
Dreams and songs to give away.

What to me if summer's here?
TillI find him all is drear
Down the valley, up the hill.
Day and 'night, I seek him still


